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Acts 11: 1 - 18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21: 1 -6
John 13: 31 - 35

God has Whole World Plans

One blessing of advanced years is the ability to see life from the long view and
hopefully see how God has had a personal plan for it from before its beginning. A
plan with a purpose. From our point of view it may seem he has, now and then
made planning amendments to our personal copy. In retrospect it may be possible
to see a certain critical moment he has used to change our direction. Our scripture
readings for this week may make that a little clearer and help us to trust our Lord
as he unrolls the next life-section.

In today’s gospel John writes of the last supper Jesus shared with his friends and
how they received the bombshell news of Judas’ imminent betrayal. When Judas
accepted the sign from Jesus and had left the room the master spoke directly to
the others. NOW this is the key moment which will unlock the way to the Cross,
to my resurrection and the Father’s, glory as I have told you before. 1 shall be
leaving you soon. The Divine Plan had been set in motion! It is John again, years
later in his sea, sky and mountain experience who is shown God'’s all-creation Plan
a little nearer completion. He saw a vision of a new heaven and a new earth. He
has already been shown images of the defeat of the powers of evil and of final
judgements complete. Now he hears confirmation of the principal message for all
time - past present and future. It centres on Jesus’ life and work - ‘God lives with
his people, giving them life in the place of death, comfort, strength and hope of
new things. Everything is made New in Jesus!’” There is no need to be over
concerned about the pictures John saw. They have been interpreted in many ways
across the centuries but do hang on to the voice he heard speaking - ‘These words
are true and can be trusted. Now I make all things new.” They are in fact old,
unchanging plans revealing new things, except for one difference. There is now
no cost — no price label. For all people in Christ, everything has been paid in full!

There are times though, when it takes a while and maybe a long process of re-
thinking and trusting ourselves into a change in the Lord’s plans. It was like that
with Peter. Last week we left him at Simon’s Tannery in Joppa where the northeast
wind blew the ‘perfume’ out to sea. It was there he witnessed another almost
unbelievable, change of God’s plan for the emerging young church. It will help to
read Acts 10 as well to get the whole picture. Peter had been called back to
Jerusalem to give account of his actions and his theology following the conversion
and baptism of Captain Cornelius of the Italian Regiment stationed in Caesarea.
The whole sequence of events is embraced in the active guidance of the Holy
Spirit. The first people of the Way were able to secure peace and agreement



among themselves as the plan unravelled shaking many lifelong religious beliefs.
There were further questions along the way which challenged Peter to think like
Jesus. His prayer vision of a sailcloth hanging above the yard full of animal skins
and hides, accompanied by a command to eat unclean meats, was everything a
true Jew found abhorrent. It raised the issue of unclean non-Jews becoming
believers, and of accepting that the good news of Jesus was for all people - Jews
and Gentile people too. ‘Tell all the nations’ was central to Jesus’ final commission
to his disciples. Peter’s immediate reaction has been a personal challenge to many
of us today as it was for John Wesley, called to open-air preaching among common
people! ‘No, Lord. I can’t do that. Don’t ask me to go against a way of life I've
always known as right.” We must still learn Peter’s lesson. It is impossible to say
those two words ‘No!” and ‘Lord’ in the same breath. The outcome for Peter and
the church was critical. It would confirm and determine the Lord’s mission plan for
the whole church, for all the world. The good news is for everyone.

I find myself in Peter’s position today as I observe the Church’s changing forms
and strategies. It is so easy to say ‘No Lord! I have never seen or done things this
way!’ It is then I find it helpful to return to our gospel reading. After the Supper
Jesus took the eleven out to the garden of Gethsemane. He left them to keep
watch while he retreated to pray alone. Can you imagine their conversation while
they tried to keep awake? Missing Judas would be part of it of course. ‘Why? How?
We had our suspicions but if Jesus knew that all along why didn’t he tell us before?’
Fortunately, they remembered too that Jesus had said to them earlier that
evening. ‘I want you to always love one another as I have loved you! Then
everyone will see your forgiveness, your care and compassion. They will know that
you are my disciples. The life of my Spirit is in you. They will see my likeness in
your speaking and your living. Your lives will be a witness to me and my words.
The same challenge calls us to a greater response today than at any other time in
our world’s history.

The first church followed Jesus’ plan in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and later in
Rome and across the Empire. They gave themselves to the Lord’s Spirit as he
continued working out his world-wide, all peoples plan with humility and faith.
Despite questions, discussions, arguments, they chose to love one another, to live
in peace and unity as the Lord had shown them. Then, as he had promised, the
world took notice of them. His promise has not changed.

A Prayer based on Psalm 148

Lord, I don’t always understand your world-
saving plans, any more than I do the intimate
works of your creation, the political aims of the
nations, or the church’s plans for change in a
changing world.

In prayer and deeper thought, I learn the
fellowship of your Spirit and the power of your
love in response to faithful obedience. Let that be
my living witness to you.
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