Head and Heart

3rd August 2025
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hosea 11: 1 -11
Psalm 107: 1 -9, 43
Colossians 3: 1 - 11
Luke 12: 13 - 21

Mine or His?

Once again, the simple everyday stories of Jesus reach to the heart of human life
and relationships. This time it's about greed - the danger which lurks in the
shadows of a successful life, creating war between nations, dividing local
communities and families - even church congregations. As greed progresses it
often leaves behind it trails of sorrow, anger and regret, hunger, famine, and
untreated disease. The desire for ‘even more’ possessions, wealth, power,
authority has a variety of origins, from fear of scarcity to dread of losing status in
society. Being ‘richer than’ in terms of ‘things’, fame and relationships is often at
the expense of both the poor and of the common social benefit. The desire to have
the newer and bigger version, or the greater power politically, usually says more
about the owner than the item, and that is not always complementary. As the
apostle Paul advised young Timothy (I Tim 6.10) the eagerness for money
(possessions) has caused some Christians to lose their faith and left in its wake
broken hearts with many sorrows. Our whole world would appear to be crippled in
this way. Jesus summed it up by recalling the death of a landowner whose fields
he had probably walked through in past days. Maybe he knew the man’s family.
Single words from the parable are sufficient to point its meaning. I will build
bigger. I'm a lucky man! I will enjoy myself! MY barns! MY Life! Then in a matter
of hours he meets the Lord on the other side of death and hears him say, It’s not
yours. It’s MINE! I loaned it to you. Now it’s home time and the loan has expired.
His and Mine! Two possessive pronouns which determine our Christian life as much
as they do the life of whole nations. If you have time to read on in Luke’s account
of the occasion, Jesus gives the alternative way of life for his followers - trust in
God and spend your days working at heaven’s riches - like putting the poor first
in your political, social, church life and accounting - having ‘others’ on your
shopping list. Put your heart into that and you will have a truly successful, ‘full-
up’ life. That’s the difference between ‘mine’ and *his’.

Paul, writing to the church at Colossae, a once prosperous city in Turkey but then
fading in trading power and growing with cultic worship, continues the ‘his, not
mine’ theme. It is, he affirms, the way Christian people live, and continues to
explain how the new way of life in Jesus is like having shared in his death and
resurrection. You are new spiritually orientated people now. Your minds and
hearts are linked to heaven - the world of God’s Spirit. This is the real life and
when our earthly loans expire we shall see Jesus face to face and be sharing his
life in an even more glorious way. It could be seen as a way of being greedy for
more of the Christ-life because he is working with us to shape our new life.



He is like a sculptor, continually working on us, shaping us to the best image of
himself. It's a process for all believers, regardless of race, status or personal gifts
and abilities. The daily chipping away at the image may often seem painful at
times but that’s far better than reaching home time and being labelled ‘Fool’!

If you are able, take time to read on a few verses. There we learn more of the
results of the Lord’s chipping away at us. They are compassion, humility, kindness,
gentleness, patience, forgiveness and all shaped in the Lord’s workshop
atmosphere of love and peace. The finished new creation will clearly reveal our
lives to be ‘his’ not ‘mine’. We may even be greedy for more of his gentle shaping.

Reading these words fills me with hope for the future of the church and the world.
What a challenge for the church today! The latest figures for this year reveal that
still one in three of the world’s population own the name 'Christian’. That's an
amazing, powerful force of love and prayer for change! Two and a half billion
people living the Jesus Way! — Holy Spirit channels into every part of world life!

Hope was the final theme of the prophet Hosea’s message in today’s reading. His
words about his life in his home country of Israel reveal his strong opposition to
the prevalent greed among the rich which was exacerbating poverty for the
already poor. He was heartbroken about true religion becoming a meaningless
ritual formalism embracing profane local pagan practices. However, in the reading
today we catch a sudden breakout - a flash of hope. It was based on his own tragic
circumstances of family life — an adulterous wife who was possibly one of the
Temple prostitutes. He still loved her and invited her back home. She and her
children - not all his - he embraced as his own. Like many of God’s people before
and since, it enabled him to understand God’s reconciling love for his errant
people. ‘Israel. How can I give you up? My heart won't let me. My love for you is
too strong. I am the Holy God, not a man and I will bring you home again.’ Eight
centuries later God did become a man and proved his forgiving, reconciling love
in Jesus and his Cross. That led on to his resurrection and to Pentecost which
meant we could claim his Spirit to live his life IN us! There is our hope for ourselves
and our world today. We are that hope! The world we encounter today is waiting!

Prayer based on Psalm 107

Lord, we thank you. Your love is eternal, never changing; still saving us from
troubles. You give us hope. You lead us in straight
pathways, satisfying us with good things. You are
light in our gloomy days when worn out with living.

Give us wisdom to remember and open our lives
to your eternal love; when troubles come our way;
when our paths are not straight, when we’re
dissatisfied with our life’s purposes.

Lord, make your presence real to us every day.
Show us in many little ways that your loving,
peace-giving embrace is always less that a prayer-breath away.
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