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37 May 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Related Readings:
Acts 6: 1 -7; 1 Peter 2: 4 - 9; John 14: 1 - 14; Psalm33;

A Jesus Weed

In the Christian Calendar this fifth Sunday of Easter has been called Jubilate
Sunday. It represents a sense of joy and victory with Springtime in mind, both the
natural work of creation and the new Springtime of new life among the first
Christians in the days following Jesus’ Resurrection. Traditionally it centres around
words from Paul in his second letter to the church in Corinth (5:17) ‘When anyone
is joined to Christ, they are a new person; the old is gone, the new has come.’
He wanted to share with the whole world how, for every believer, Jesus has
brought a new season of love and light and life by his Cross and Resurrection. Our
attention is drawn to the way this happens person by person, life by life, just as
we see resurrection in nature - blossom by blossom, seed by seed, grass blade
by grass blade, lamb by lamb! So ‘Rejoice!” Christ is alive, God is with us - a
whole new world is possible! As today’s readings make clear, it is for every follower
of Jesus to be a willing part of this great renewal vision. Jesus, the Word of God,
is still so much needed in our world today. This is our vocation - called by Christ!

In the readings, Peter writes to Jewish people and Christians scattered to far places
- Asia Minor and Africa — for whom the Jerusalem Temple remains the focal point
of their faith. Their annual visits at festival times, especially the Passover, had
become more attractive since Herod’s Temple rebuilding programme was
completed. Jesus’ own disciples, like so many visitors to the Temple praised its
gleaming stonework (Matthew 24.1) though Jesus warned them that these
material things would not last. Peter says, Our worship now centres on Jesus the
Son of God. We are living stones, hopefully to be admired for lives of faith and
love. Today, no doubt, he would say: It’s not first about going to church but BEING
church! Our Christian life is about enabling the love of God to touch the other
lives about us. In the Temple life of worship and legal rectitude, as in the church,
the stones could become stumbling blocks wrapped up in activities which deflect
our loving and serving a world or local community which desperately needs to hear
and see the ‘Jesus Way.” Our living must reflect the true joy of our worship-
relationship with the Lord. Our ministries and all other activities should become
torrents of his love in which God’s Spirit meets many needs. And how does that
come about? Jesus explained to Thomas and Philip, who were among the deeper
thinking of his disciples - ‘By Me! I am the Way! All you need to know and do is
in and with me.”’



Among the favourite saints remembered regularly by the churches is one who has
a special place for me - Therese de Lisieux in Normandy. She is known more
popularly as Therese of the child Jesus, for the 'Little Way’ of faith which she
practiced and taught. It involved a child-like closeness to Jesus throughout her
somewhat brief twenty-four-year life of much sickness and pain. She would have
loved to have shared a ministry like a priest, but that was not possible, except
through life in the cloister. However, she spent her life praying for ministers and
especially those serving in distant lands. Her wish was to continue that ministry
in heaven. I think that may be why I have kept ‘bumping into’” her throughout my
life and sharing in her ‘little way’. ItrustI am ‘on her prayer list!. Her Carmelite
name was Therese of the little white flower. Some believe that to have been a lily,
or more likely lily of the valley or edelweiss.

If I ever officially entered the Carmelite Way, as some followers of John Wesley
do, I would like to assume a similar name - dents de lion - lion’s teeth or more
commonly anglicized to - dandelion! 1 would not be too happy with the lion’s
teeth but that only applies to the shape of the leaves which soon become floppy
or stay fresh adorning a green salad! Dandelion appeals to me and I think it would
please Therese’s sense of fun, because the whole plant, root, flower and seed is
an illustration of Christian life as she saw it. It suddenly pops up, sustained by its
deep faith-roots in early springtime - a sort of preacher/prophet of new life to
come. Before long, to the gardener’s horror, the bright sunshine bloom clouds
over in a veil of weed-carrying parachutes ready, like acts of love, to be carried on
the wind of the Spirit — all sharing sunshine with the world - Jubilate! For me, it
is a great picture of the Christian life and vocation. - deep roots, comforting,
hopeful glow and forever life — to share with the world!

I'm sure many people will be aghast at the address of colin.dentdelion.co, ready
with dibber to oust me from the lawn or salt and soap spray to reduce my vitality
- maybe even a chorus of You’re a weed!, but Therese’s happy childlike faith will
assure me of the privilege of being a weed for Jesus and able to brighten a few of
the darkened hedgerows in today’s world.

A Prayer (with Psalm 33 in mind)

Lord, I join the Springtime Resurrection praise of all the earth, giving
testimony to the light, love and joy of new life in you, now and for
ever.

May my life in you and among your people reveal the wonder of your
constantly renewing grace and the sure hope of answered prayer for
the fulfilling of your Kingdom in the world today.

Strengthen my faith-roots, brighten my love-glow, and let my words
of your love fall in fertile Spirit-prepared soil.
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