
Head and Heart               

5th April 2026      Easter Sunday                          

Related Readings:  

Luke 23:50 – 24:12 

Colossians 1: 24 – 29 

(Acts 8:26 – 40) 

 

Divine Borrower 

It is generally safest and easiest to borrow from a trusted friend. It seems Jesus 

had many of those friends in Jerusalem. He was, of course of priestly descent on 

both sides of his family. Active priests and their families often lived in the environs 

of the Temple and in surrounding villages giving them access to worship and to 

administration through the Sanhedrin Council. On his many visits even in 

childhood, he would have become acquainted with many of those family members 

and friends and especially with people like Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. 

They were both sympathetic towards his teaching, ideals and criticisms of current 

religious practices, even if not always openly so, for fear of opposition from 

stalwart colleagues. So, I am not surprised to read of Jesus as a ‘borrower’! 

Tradition tells of Joseph’s interest in Jesus from his earliest days. He was a trader, 

travelling great distances in search of jewels and metals. It seems that Jesus may 

have accompanied him on one of those westward journeys – even to the tin works 

in Cornwall!  That may be largely speculation, but for sure we know Joseph was a 

rich, well-educated man who was seeking to know more of what Jesus called The 

Kingdom of God.’ In his position in Jerusalem, like Nicodemus who sought to know 

more of the personal, living faith he saw in Jesus, he had to keep quiet regarding 

his support of him. However, latterly that was in the best interests of the Master. 

We assume the popularity of Joseph because he is mentioned by all four of the 

Gospel writers. 

With all this in mind I imagine conversations between our Lord and these two men 

– especially about borrowing!  Both would understand Jesus’ needs, and both were 

wholly trustworthy – even friends. Perhaps it was to Nicodemus Jesus may have 

said. ‘Do you know of a large room I and my disciples could borrow for Passover 

evening? Somewhere near the Temple, down by the Essene community. Perhaps 

you could speak with John Mark’s mother Mary for us.’  Then perhaps, another 

personal request to Nicodemus to leave his new donkey foal tied at his outside 

gate on the road through Bethphage village. ‘We will return it safely by early 

afternoon.’ Then this conversation with Joseph who may by now have known Jesus 

well enough to trust the plan he outlined to him and hope his actions could spark 

the political change he longed for…. ‘That new tomb you’re having constructed in 

your city garden! May I borrow it? It will only be for a couple of days!! Trust me! 

Trust the prophecies!’ 



My thoughts follow on rapidly. Jesus knew little or nothing of what we call ‘riches’. 

Born in a stable, growing up in a poor village he shared early employment with 

his stepbrothers and others as a labouring journeyman possibly in Sepphoris which 

is thought to have been his mother, Mary’s family home. The Romans had 

destroyed that city partly because of its Greek history, and were still rebuilding it 

as the cultural and spiritual capital of Galilee where the Jewish Sanhedrin Council 

would meet. Then, in his vocation as an all-seasons missionary, Jesus often knew 

rejection and had ‘nowhere to lay his head.’  It was a life though, which had a 

divine blueprint – The Father’s! It was dependent on him and on many faithful 

friends and followers from whom he could ‘borrow’ for support, and guidance. 

The “borrowed life” is true picture of the Christian way – living as available for 

Jesus. There are situations in your close community, he says, ‘which need 

sympathetic love and understanding – brokenness in life and family; sickness, 

sorrow and loneliness…... ‘May I borrow an hour or two of your time so that you 

can help me help them?  There is a whole world beyond yours where people know 

the horrors of warfare, hunger, poverty, disease and where children are too weak 

to cry... May I borrow your prayer, individually and as a church fellowship, your 

wealth – not the excess you don’t always need but that which will demand sacrifice 

from the regular bills?’ And that becomes a way of life until, living for Jesus 

becomes living in Jesus and being like Jesus.  ‘Christ in you’ as the apostle Paul 

puts it. It is the way the first Christians lived. That’s why they were first recognised 

as Christ People when Paul missioned in the city of Antioch in Syria. Paul himself 

became a Christ man when the Lord called on Ananias (Acts 9.11) in Damascus – 

Ananias. I need to borrow your time and healing gifts. Get your coat on and go to 

Judas’ house in Straight Street …. Most of our mission is the work of Christ, our 

borrower! 

Seven weeks after Jesus’ borrowed tomb had been returned to its builder for 

completion, maybe with apologies for not clearing away all the grave clothes and 

the unused spices, this mission work really took off. Seven weeks from now we 

shall remember the feast of Pentecost as the time when Jesus came to his friends 

and others in the power and wonder of God’s Spirit. Borrowing now had a new 

significance.  Jesus was living IN them, borrowing every willing Christian life to 

work, live and speak through them.  Philip was used on road South of Jerusalem 

for the conversion of an Ethiopian royal treasury official and so the good news 

travelled to Jews and Gentiles in North Africa. (Acts 8.26); Peter was used on a 

healing mission in Joppa. A Roman Captain in the Italian Regiment was called to 

Joppa to help Peter understand how the gospel was meant for all people – both 

Jews and Gentiles. (Acts 10) …… And US. We too may be borrowed by our Lord. 

It hasn’t changed!  Paul tells the church in Colossae; Christ is in you…. So we 

preach Christ to everyone…..”!  (Colossians 1: 27-28) by speaking and being. 

A Prayer 

Risen Lord, by your Spirit enter our lives.  Live in us until our thoughts, words and 

actions become a true reflection of you. May your love possess us, making us 

aware of your concern for all, near or far, who share our daily living keep us readily 

available for you to use for their comfort, peace and healing. 


