
20th December 2020   Fourth Sunday in Advent  

Readings  

2 Samuel 7: 1 – 11, 16  

Luke 1: 46b - 55   

Romans 16: 25 - 27  

Luke 1: 26 - 38 

  

The Three Passions of Mary 

 

 
Our usual nativity scenes on Christmas cards, in books, films, and children’s 

dramatic presentations depict Mary as a young woman – maybe only in her late 

teens.  She is mostly dressed in light blue – clothes so clean after a thirty-mile 

foot and mule journey and having given birth in a basic cattle byre!  The scene is 

one of innocent, gentle motherhood but underneath that stained blue robe beat 

a passionate heart. 
 

My thought from today’s Bible readings centres around Mary and her three 

passions, namely her intense belief in freedom and justice for all people; her 

deep personal love for both God and Joseph; and her readiness to share the pain 

and suffering of her first child, Jesus 

Mother Mary with sleeping Jesu 

The song of Mary which replaces our psalm this week echoes the songs of Israel 

and the words of the prophets.  It is passionately nationalistic and universally all 

embracing. She sings of God’s great faithfulness and love; of his mighty power 

and his compassionate justice; of his love for the humble – ‘He raises the lowly.  

He topples rulers from their thrones. He feeds the starving and dismisses the 

uncaring rich…‘   Today we would call it a protest song.  At first it doesn’t seem 

in harmony with our nativity picture but Mary was not the ordinary young 

woman of her time. Both she and Joseph were descended from the family line of 

King David who remained the pattern for the promised Messiah. She was also of 

the priestly family of Zechariah and of Elizabeth who first heard her song.  From 

earliest days she would be familiar with longings for national freedom from the 

ruthless oppression of Rome and their own cavilling religious leaders. Added to 

all that Nazareth was a frontier town close to major trade routes and renowned 

for its rebel characters. 
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However, there was more in Mary’s heart than that.  She also shared a passion 

for God.  It was that, like the love of so many saints since, which enabled her to 

say ‘yes’ when challenged by an angel and called to a most special work for God.   

That passion and vocation did not obscure her natural feelings for Joseph.  She 

was a normal young woman in love.  Christmas becomes real because it has this 

everyday romance at its heart – the story of Mary’s faithful love for a carpenter 

a little older than herself. She loved him as Juliet for Romeo even when his 

doubts about her fidelity put their relationship at risk; even when towards the 

end of her pregnancy she was required to travel with him on an unwelcome 

journey to Bethlehem; even when, together with their young son they were 

forced to live as refugees in Egypt.   Surely this is the world’s greatest love story 

– both human and divine! 

There was the third passion of Mary.  We speak of it as we do of The Passion of 

Jesus’ suffering and death.  Early on, when presenting her child in the Temple 

old Simeon prophesied that the child would be the Christ, but he would be 

opposed and rejected. He told Mary (Luke 2:34) Your heart will be broken too!   

So it was at the many times when she had to stand by, hearing religious and 

political leaders slander and revile him, and especially when she watched to the 

bitter end at his crucifixion.  Throughout it all, at heart Mary remained the 

beautiful, loving mother dressed in blue, still trusting God and singing her song 

of the Kingdom.   Christmas is indeed a wonderful love story in every way. 

I wonder if, as we relive the story this Christmas, we may find moments to wish 

we shared the passion of belief, devotion and obedient love of the young woman 

in blue. The renewal of real faith and of the Church depend on it. 

 

A Prayer 

Lord, excite in us even a little of the passion of Mary for the growth of your 

Kingdom of Love. 
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